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The second was to Senator Lodge, who was at the time
in London, on May 15, 1905:

""When I came to Chicago I found a very ugly strike,
on account of which some of my nervous friends wished me
to try to avoid the city. Of course I hadn't the slightest
intention of doing so. I get very much puzzled at times on
questions of finance and the tariff, but when it comes to
such a perfectly simple matter as keeping order, then you
strike my long suit. The strikers were foolish enough to
come to me on their own initiative and make me an address
in which they quoted that fine flower of Massachusetts
statesmanship, the lamented Benjamin F. Butler, who had
told rioters at one time, as it appeared, that they need
have no fear of the United States army, as they had torches
and arms. This gave me a good opening, and while per-
fectly polite, I used language so simple that they could
not misunderstand it; and repeated the same with am-
plifications at the dinner that night. So if the rioting in
Chicago gets beyond the control of the State and the City,
they now know well that the Eegulars will come.''

What the President said to the spokesman of the strikers,
Mr. Shea, who had presented a letter stating their case,
was this:

"I regret that you should in the letter have spoken at all
of the use of the Federal army, as you have there spoken.
No request has been made to me for action by the Federal
Government, but at the same time, Mr. Shea, as you have
in this communication brought up the matter, I want to
say one thing with all the emphasis in my power. In up-
holding the law and order, in doing what he is able to do
to suppress mob violence in any shape or way, the Mayor
of Chicago, Mayor Dunne, has my hearty support. I am
glad to be able to say this to you, gentlemen, before I say
it to another body.

"Now, let me repeat that I know nothing of the facts of
the situation. I know nothing of the right or wrong of the
points at issue. What I have to say is based partly upon